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Appleton Area School District Receives Grant 
 
Appleton, WI – The Appleton Area School District received a Parents Interacting with Infants (PIWI) 
community grant. This grant is made possible by the generous support of the Federal Race to the 
Top fund and will be administered by the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health (WI-AIMH). 
 
Parents Interacting with Infants (PIWI), is designed for parents and infants (ages 0-12 months) to 
interact together with fun floor activities, songs and books. Parents receive information about 
their child's development, temperament and interests while having fun at the same time. These 
playgroups support families by allowing them to learn how to engage their child and facilitate play 
and learning at an early age. They are a great opportunity for parents and children to explore and 
grow together. 

 
Appleton Area School District Site Resource Coordinators say they are excited to “provide this 
valuable parent engagement opportunity to a broader audience in our community.”  In addition to 
hosting these PIWI playgroups at the CELC, they look forward to partnering with Parent 
Connection and their teen parent group as well as area childcare centers and other community 
organizations.  

 
The Appleton Area School District is one of eight communities to receive these grants. Each 
recipient community is receiving a grant of $8,000 to support implementation of play-based 
infant/toddler – parent groups. The goals include enhancing parental competence and confidence, 
increasing parental engagement, and providing optimal experiences for healthy brain 
development.  
 
Suzette Preston, Director of 4-Year-Old Kindergarten, says that the PIWI playgroups provide an 
opportunity to join with families to enhance, support and build confidence as they expand their 
skills in this critical role as their child’s parent and teacher. Preston continues, “A child’s family 
members are their first teachers, and are instrumental in supporting their child’s growth and 
development.” 
 
One of the requirements of the grant is for the grantee to partner with at least one early care and 
education program with a YoungStar rating of 2 or 3. 
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The grants were awarded through a competitive process. Each applicant was required to 
demonstrate their commitment to infant social and emotional development and to provide a plan 
to engage and support babies and their families.  
 
The grants were awarded to the following communities: 
 

o Appleton Area School District  
o Barron Area School District – Early Childhood Consortium 
o Berlin Community Daycare and Preschool 
o Dane County Parent Council 
o Family Connections of Southwest Wisconsin  
o Family Resource Center for Eau Claire County, Inc.  
o Jefferson County Human Services, Birth to Three 
o Northwest Connections Family Resources  

 
“We are thrilled,” said Lana Nenide, Executive Director of WI-AIMH. “These grants allow us to 
support babies and their families and continue building professional competence around the 
state.” 
 
About Appleton Area School District  

The Appleton Area School District is located in the heart of the Fox Cities and is the sixth largest school 
district in the state. We serve over 16,381 students in our fifteen elementary schools, four middle schools, 
three high schools and fifteen Charter schools.  The Appleton Area School District has long emphasized the 
importance of the birth to five years through its programming and outreach efforts. 
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